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Pan-STARRS PSDC-110-002-00

CHARTER

The purpose of the Pan-STARRS Science Design Committee (SDC) is to consider critical Pan-STARRS technical design
choices from a scientific point of view, and to make recommendations for the implementation of the resulting design
decisions. The committee will provide representation from the major project components. The primary reasons for the
creation of the SDC are to take advantage of the expertise of team scientists in key technical decisions, of which we have
many coming up, and to provide a clear and unified voice in scientific input to the engineering staff. The SDC will also be
expected to play a major role in development of science cases for proposals to funding agencies for operations costs, and
to provide the science input on, e.g., the transition from commissioning to operations for PS1 and PS4.

Relation to the Science Advisory Committee: The SDC is not intended to replace the SAC. The role of the SAC is to
decide on higher level issues of science direction such as approval of the top level Pan-STARRS Science Goals Statement
(SGS, PSDC-250-001), and how to balance science interests of team members vs. the IfA and those of possible future
partners. The SDC is to deliberate on technical design decisions.

The SDC is convened by, and reports to, the PI. Several of the SDC members are also Work Package Managers, and this
provides a major route for input of scientific design decisions and recommendation into the project engineering process. It
is anticipated that the Committee will engage the relevant engineering staff in consideration of the various issues, and will
seriously consider the implications of the decisions for resource distribution. Serious conflicts — e.g., the SDC making
recommendations that over-stretch the project resources — will be resolved by the PI and PM.

Minutes detailing the results of discussions of the SDC will be broadcast to at least the Project Manager, Deputy Project
Manager/Chief Engineer, and to the Work Package Managers.

As of March 2005, the core members of the SDC are Ken Chambers (Chair), John Tonry, Eugene Magnier, Rob Jedicke,
Jim Heasley and Nick Kaiser.
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